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From the
Southwest
Corner

Pastor
Bernard Ansorge

(Preface to my Reflections from the Southwest
Corner for May, 2017¢é |
observations | recall after | was admitted briefly into
the hospital on Ash Wednesday. If you think | am
repeating what was previously published in the April
Reflections, you might believe you are correct. You
are, in that several paragraphs of memories about
that night were published over my signature back
then, but with the disclaimer that | had not actually
written them myself; they were a digest of what Judy
remembered after | had told her what happened that
night and afterward. Now,
are my current words.)

PRIVILEGED The first thing | want to reflect as
April slides into May is how privileged | feel to be
writing yet another of these essays from the
Sout hwest Corner. Al | my
tomorrow will always come and that the day of my
inevitable demise will always be beyond the
boundary of what | anticipate for today.

But then came my
middle of my Ash Wednesday sermon when | went
Abl ankd and was not abl e
thoughts that | wanted to say. Days later came a new
realization that just one breath, one heartbeat, divides
temporal life from life eternal. Now, | certainly do
not want a repeat of tF—*
epi sodeéever , -
prevent something like tF
from happening again? Not
all!

PREVENTION After a
complete battery of testsall off|
which revealed complete
normal results- one doctc[N
i nqguired of n
here?0 | wantea- ni

e

tel IWrpjet. e, a

™77

So”

He concluded | must have suffered a TIA

May, 2017

That 6s a transi ent [
people expl-atnokédsba
not the case. |l tds not

leaves no measurable effects of disabilities,
though it may momentarily manifest streke
like behaviors, like my inability to use words
for a few moments. A TIA may come and
go; some folks say they have had them

a mNueyqyls, times; byt a goctor frignd Qf RiRce
simply described it as a wakmp call.

After a followup visit to my own doctor, |

am now taking one baby aspirin, two blood
pressure units, and a pill to regulate
cholesterol every day, all for prevention to

keep a possible strok
Godos hands.
t RELYING QNy t o_f t he way

OTHERS In the

meantime, life ha,
continued, fol =
which 1 thank myjil =

God and Saviol
| thqnlﬁnﬁ Him &s
for the help othe
provide. God is stretching me to rely on
others. That reliance began in the ER on Ash
Wednesday, when | realized a large number

fepi sode o0f Asgensiqndriends,hadicome theye tojkeeg

vigil. Seeing them and realizing they came
t oOutsoh Jougy wag tmuich yapnregiated agd
humbling. They cared for Philip by allaying
his fears and carrying him home; they took
care of informing my other children of the
goings on; they kept the Ascension candles

a b | eburnigg that night and in the days afterwards.

Our Elders arranged for much welcomed
pulpit assistance for Holy Week and have
been very helpful in personal ways.

LETTING OTHERS IN Because life is
short, and seems to be shorter than we think,
| am learning to be more open with others
about important things such as faith, love and
y &qpe and asking them for their help. As |
song 1is play
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nwWwe all nec~ ~~mmobkady
to | ean on.
so logical; yet it s
difficult to admit, giver
our ingrained need to ¢
things by ourselves. W |
all  have fallen
sometimes we need he
to get back up, no matt
what the issue. If we look
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OUR NEW VICAR Seminarian Colin Ford has been

u n dassigned to Ascension for a year of service as our vice

Colin is from Trinity Lutheran Church of Traverse City,
Michigan, and attends Concordia Theological Seminar
in Fort Wayne. He is single and anxious to join our min-
istry here. He likes to preach and wants our vicarage t
help him improve those skills and learn how to becom
a good pastor. Prior to entering the seminary, he grad
ated from Concordia University in Mequon, Wisconsin.
Colin is expects to arrive in Huntsville during the July/

around, some are always standing by to fill in our August time.

gap and make us able again. When we reach out to
them, they will give us a hangp.

God be with us all and bless us.

Soé Special thanks to RewyouaMar k Kuehnert for

preaching on the Maundy Thursday Miracles. A
huge thankyou also for Seminarian Alex Sabol
and his wonderful sermons on Easter Sunday, plus
his help on Good Friday and the Easter Vigil. Did
you know that in the space of 8 days, | conducted
four infant baptisms? May God bless each of these
babies with saving faith and a kfeng trust in His
grace.

New Addresses

Joshua and Suzy Brakhage
2 Founder's Way, Unit A
St. Louis, Mo 63105

Josh and Suzy will be moving on May 5.
Tom and Annette Duckworth
1231 Lucy Grade Road

Dothan, AL 36301

Tom and Annette are currently living at the
above address.

Pastor Bernie ™ Kl( \YOU
¢
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Home S\\|EET Home

Bruce and Janel (and family) will be moving to Phoenix, AZ, and are currently looking for a

new house at the time of this newsletter.

3+8300 Co6 o600 +0gd O . #Ha
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From the Elder and all the other ne@hristian religions are just
RENAl =t different flavors of the same thing. All nd@hristian
There Are Only religions teach a path of selfjhteousness in which
Two Religions attainment of heaven (or whatever goal) is based
purely on the good works and proper living of the
‘ ' individual. All non-Christian religions, all of which
are condemned in John 3:18, share this perspective,

share this belief that what happens after death
depends on how and what one does in this life.
For God so lovedhe world that he gavhkis one and only
Son, that whoever believes him shall not perish but Qnly—Christianity—stands—eut—as—different:—only
have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into thespyistianity portrays us as fallen individuals, born in
world to condemn the world, but to save the world in. at our
through him. Whoever believes in him is not conder,nnegor’e evil. and
but whoever does not believe stands condemned alrea ¥| ’ ' d
because they have not bel V@Q}eeht& P

and only SonJohn 3:1618 anything E
good and, by HS&

m-

The KFUGAM radio program, HELUWsCs Suues ’rﬁ?m v
an ongoing study Chistichd r %P s andtru
Dogmatik or Christian Dogmaticsa defense of the ©0d-  Only the LI
Christian faith based on the premise that Scriptur&hristianity and Ilfe

alone is our foundation. This book, and also this radif®fnes Us as i \dhe

- .o =h 7 John 14:6
program, assert that there are only two religions: (1§Piritually &

Christianity, a belief system based on the Gospel, t a d,

good news of salvation that Christ has procured fd/€Serving of eternal damnation, completely incapable
us through His perfect life, His atoning death and Hi€f N€lPing ourselves and, therefore, in desperate need
resurrection and (2) all other belief systems, all off & Savior. Only Christianity defines salvation as

which are worksbased, all of which rely upon our something done for us and given to us as a totally

being good enough and doing enough good works ynmerited gift. Only Christianity defines God as a
this lifetime to merit an afterlife reward. loving Father, as a Son who humbled Himself and

became man and died for us on a cross, a symbol of

including some who call themselvedorture, shame and humiliation, and as a Holy Spirit
gvho literally indwells those who believe in Him.

nly Christianity asserts that Heaven is attained by

Many people,
Christians, believe that all religions are similar an
that there are few differences between them. The% "~ , , R
believe that, at their core, all religions are based on@°d06s grace, via Christos
belief in a God who, for those individuals who strivePUr faith, a gift from God, and not through our good

to do the will of God, rewards their good works andVO"ks-

good lives with a pleasing afterlife. They believe that
Christianity, Islam, Buddhism and all other reIigionsT
are just different flavors of the same thing. Thi
belief that all religions are the same is typified in a@¥
article | read recently in which the author wa:
flabbergasted that there were Christians at a refug
camp who had the audacity to try to convert Muslim
to Christianity.

The truth is, they are close to right; Islam, Buddhisr

he Bible teaches that we
Godos undeserved
kindness for us, exemplified by
Christéos atoning
cross. Just as salvation is a gift
of Goddés grace a
faith is also a gift from God,
something for which we have no
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role and get no credit. We were spiritually dead ar(dur) worksbased and all which lead down the wide path
totally incapable of contributing to our salvatiorto the wide gate to eternal damnation.

when the Holy Spirit breathed life into us (for many

of us this happened at our baptism). Therefore, we

are saved by Gododés grace, by Jesusd atoning deat
through faith, which also comes from God as a gift

via the Holy Spirit. In other words, everything

about our salvation is the result of Goddés work
none of it is the result of our actions. This

completely differentiates Christianity from all other

religions, all of which put the onus of salvation on

us, on our works, on our living a good life.

Anyone who believes that Christianity is like other
religions has no understanding of what Christianity
truly is. Christianity is anti all other religions and,
therefore, there really are only two religions: (1)
Christianity, a faithbased belief in the works that
God has done for us that leads to the narrow gate to
Heaven, and (2) all other religions, all of which are

L
THI'S 6N THAT

Thanks to those who
volunteered their time
Saturday, April 2% to help
build a ramp for CASA, in
spite of the weatherlt was

a most unusual buildFirst, we worked in the pouring

rain, and secondly, about three quarters

of the way to being finished, the elderly

woman decided she didndét | ike the ramp

going into her lawn and demanded that

it be taken down.This was a first in the

history of CASA ramp building. So,

not only did we build most of a ramp,

we also had to disassemble an almost

built ramp. What a morning!

The May closing program and
graduation of the Preschool
children at the CDC will be held
May 18 in our Sanctuary at 6:30
PM. Everyone is invited to attend.

More information will be forthcoming. Check the
websites!



